Forest Planning Officer.
Department of Sustainability and Environment.

P.O. Box 103.

Geelong. 

Vic. 3220.

20th Feb 2009.

Re.  Proposed Otways Road and Track Closures.

Planning Officer,


I am deeply distressed at the proposed closure of tracks and roads in the Otway Forest.


It is becoming increasingly obvious to myself and other forest users that the DSE and other authorities are hell bent on closing access to our forests at a time when increased access is necessary.  The number of people using the forests in a variety of recreational pursuits in increasing each year and reducing access is obviously a backward step in meeting the demands of our community.

The resent fires are an example of the need or access for forest protection and fire control.


What do we want??.  An unaccessable wilderness that in a fire situation we have no access to  get to the seat of the fire quickly.    No access for controlled burning,   or any other  fuel minimisation programs. 


Previous  government enquirys (VEAC)  recommended that tracks should be maintained rather than closed, but the current planning appears to fly in the face of those recommendations.   The map showing the closures is not openly available which  demonstrates  an  underhanded nature for  this proposal.

The forests are the property of the people of Australia, and should be able to be enjoyed by all who wish to do so.  Not just to sit at a picnic table on the edge of the main road and contemplate what beauty may be a few km inland.  DSE and other authorities have been created to  care for our property and make it available for all to use.  This does not appear to be happening, in fact it is very much the reverse.


Please reconsider the proposed closures

Philip Randall.

2 Clegg Ave.

Croydon 3136.

< randalla@ocean.com.au >

