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1st December, 2010

Driving and Riding at Woods Point
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[bookmark: Start]Spring was nice and wet, now we look forward a damp summer and delayed Fire Season, I expect that when the grass and bush does dry it will be very susceptible to lightning strikes and forgotten camp fires, so beware. If anyone sees or hears of a suspicious fire in the area please don’t hesitate to let myself or D24 know, as usual you can call Crime Stoppers anomalously with your information, 1800 333 000.

Apart from the odd motorcycle crash the area has been very quiet from my point of view, another cyclist on the Stony Creek Track last weekend came to grief in the rain and mud, crashing his bike which in the end landed on top of him smashing his ankle, he was taken by Air Ambulance to Bendigo I believe as it was the only place they could fly to in the weather conditions. Please all you trail bike riders out there look at the conditions that will prevail before you head out on the tracks. If the weather is going to be bad take a less ambitious route or stay home. This fellow had to wait at least 2 hours for medical help, the weather puts the Emergency Responders in as much danger as you, and it is only the skill of these pilots that gets them through sometimes. I understand that the Woods Point Ambulance was also responded to this job as it was the only vehicle capable of getting into the track. TAC the body that pays for all these incidents will soon insist that every rider be considered for charges of Careless Driving, which in this case was a possibility. Taking your bike out in atrocious conditions without consideration to the track conditions and your riding ability is an act of carelessness in my opinion, not an accident and may well be treated as such in the future. For all you 4wd enthusiasts out there I believe that most tracks are open with the DSE having cleaned up several after the recent floods, I would like to reiterate that if you have to cross a river up here do so with great caution, we lost two vehicles during the floods into the Goulburn because their drivers were foolish enough to try and the river is still high and dangerous.

I hope you all a safe, happy Christmas Holiday and likewise for the New Year
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