REVIEW OF LAND CONSERVATION (VEHICLE CONTROL REGULATIONS) 1992

AGENDA AND MEETING NOTES – EXTERNAL STAKEHOLDERS
24 SEPT. 2012

1. MEETING DETAILS

A. Details

Time:  1330 – 1500-


Date:  Monday 24 September 2012
Location:  Meeting Room 17, Level 4, 8 Nicholson Street, East Melbourne 
B. Participants

Representatives from Gamecon, VRFish, AMTRA (and possibly FWD VIC); Darin Lynch (PV), Daniel Hilton (Vic Pol), Sara Sundria (DSE Legal), Gary Niewand (DSE), Wil Blackburn (DSE) - tentative.  
2. MEETING OBJECTIVES

To discuss the scope and content of new Land Conservation (Vehicle Control) Regulations within the context of:

· experiences with the current regulations;

· changes in vehicle technology and emerging environmental problems;

· intent of the Land Conservation (Vehicle Control) Act 1972 (Attachment 1)
3. AGENDA

1. Introduction and outline of project (steering committee/working group approach, consultation to date, see Attachment 2)
2. Issues with the current regulations (as identified via stakeholder consultation)
3. What can we do to improve the regulations?

ATTACHMENT 1:  INTENT OF THE LAND CONSERVATION (VEHICLE CONTROL) ACT 1972 
Intent of Legislation – Land Conservation (Vehicle Control) Act 1972.  The intent of the Land Conservation (Vehicle Control) Act 1972, described in the Hansard discussion of the day, was to “provide legislative machinery to control the off-the-road use of all types of motorised recreation vehicles on Crown land.”  Beach buggies, four-wheel drive vehicles and trail bikes were the focus of discussion at the time.  

The reasoning for the legislation was the “amount of soil erosion damage being caused on public land by these vehicles and the nuisance and danger to other persons using these areas for more passive forms of recreation and the expectation, based on reports from overseas experience, that the problem would increase.”  

The Use of Definitions (e.g. motor vehicle): The issue of including definitions within the Land Conservation (Vehicle Control) Act 1972 was debated when the Bill was before Parliament.  At that time the Government decided that the definition of “vehicle” (as per the Motor Car Act 1958) should not be included due to the difficulty in defining the various types of vehicles used for recreation on public land and because some types of vehicles (by definition) should be able to be used on public land without breaching the regulations, e.g. a push-chair, a golf buggy, a child learning to ride a bicycle in a park etc.  

Interestingly, while the Bill was before Parliament it was amended whereby the term “motorised” was inserted in front of “vehicle” in Section 5(5)(b) to provide for activities in an erosion control area that may require use of a “vehicle”, albeit a non-motorised one.  Clearly the emphasis of the Bill was to prevent erosion caused by motorised vehicles.  

(Also) In the 1992 and 2002 reviews of the regulations, discussion on whether/how to define motor vehicle or vehicle was extensive.  While the Heads of Power provided under the Act are broad, the outcome was that the term motor vehicle was retained in the regulations, but not defined.  This point needs to be carefully considered during the remaking of the regulations.

ATTACHMENT 2: STEERING COMMITTEE/WORKING GROUP AND STAKEHOLDERS

A.
Project governance and internal (Government) stakeholders
· Steering Committee: (PV: Brian Doolan, DSE: Jane Tovey)

· Working group:

· PV: Mark Riley, Anne van de Meene

· DSE Regions: Mark Bregeut

· DSE Recreation/Tourism: Ben Bunting

· DSE Roads and Bridges: Jan Radic

· DSE Forests and Parks: Gary Niewand (Project Manager)

Note meetings of the steering committee and working group will be kept to absolute minimum.  Where possible, communications will be via electronic means.

· Legal Services support:

· Sara Sundria/David Marshall
· Technical and operational support:

· Roger Pitt (DSE Trail bike project) 

· Richard Wadsworth (DSE roads and bridges) 

· Greg Chant (DSE compliance/prosecutions)

· Eddie Wilson (DSE Alpine Resorts)

· Chris Jensen (DSE prosecutions)

· Mina Ha (DSE infringements)

· Ross Luscombe (DSE Economics Branch) – RIS requirement

· Rob Price/Doug Hooley (DSE Firewood collection)

· Other:

· VicRoads:  Helen Murphy

· Victoria Police: Daniel Hilton; Justin Rhoderick  

· VCEC:  Catherine Pingiaro, Chris Ford

B.
List of external Stakeholders for Consultation on the Review of Land Conservation (Vehicle Control) Regulations 1992

1. Letters were sent out to 38 relevant stakeholders on 30 May 2012 (see below for list of external stakeholders) 
2. Generic email established (vehicle.control@dse.vic.gov.au) to receive and manage stakeholder comment/correspondence (Gary Niewand, Wil Blackburn, Jeremy Reiger and Jane Tovey have access to this)
3. Comments received from five stakeholders: Gamecon, Prospectors and Miners Association, VRFish, CAMS and Four Wheel Drive Vic.  
	Tourism Victoria

	Orienteering Victoria

	Environment Victoria Inc.

	Victorian Association of Environmental Education

	Prospectors and Miners Association of Victoria

	Tourism Alliance Victoria

	Municipal Association of Victoria

	Field Naturalists Club of Victoria

	Australian Camps Association

	Victorian Outdoor Education Association

	Four Wheel Drive Victoria

	Victorian Local Governance Association

	Victorian Environmental Assessment Council

	Confederation of Australian Motor Sport Limited

	Gamecon (Vic)

	Hunting Advisory Committee

	Portland Dune Buggy Club

	Pony Club Victoria

	Cyclesport Victoria

	Bicycle  Network Victoria

	Association of Motoring Clubs

	Victorian National Parks Association

	Public Land Council

	National Trust of Australia (Victoria)

	Wilderness Society (Victoria)

	VRFish

	Australian Deer Association (Victoria)

	Bushwalking Victoria

	Australian Motorcycle Trail Riders Association

	Motorcycling Victoria

	Australian Carriage Driving Society (Victorian Branch)

	Australian Trail Horse Riders Association (Vic)

	RACV

	Victorian Automobile Chamber of Commerce

	Field and Game Australia

	Game Victoria

	Mountain Bike Victoria

	Bicycle Network Victoria


List of external stakeholders
